
Lawrence Brock will be retiring from First United 

Methodist Church on August 1.  He is also retiring,  af-

ter five years, as the first Director of SCT.  Lawrence 

has been the spirit of SCT and has worked tirelessly 

to bring many special occasions and events to us. 

Besides the regular “Adventures in Learning” series 

three times a year, Lawrence  arranged for a special 

program on Medicare Prescription Drugs, the popular 

“SUMMERize” event in July each year, and we’ll 

never forget those wonderful “knorks”.  

Lawrence gained the support of 16 church congrega-

tions and 4 community partners who in turn provided 

space, funding, in-kind donations, cookies and    (cont.) 

 

The Master can use what you have to offer, 

           Though you may consider it small; 

His work here on earth is done through his children,  

         So give Him your best, give your all.            

-Hess 
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Leadership Changes 

May16, 2008   

             Debra Guiou Stufflebean 

Remembering & Retiring 

Debra Stufflebean has been hired as 

the new Director of Shepherd’s Cen-

ter of Topeka. She is a member of 

Town & Country Christian Church. 

Debra is married to Michael with six 

children and eight grand-children.  

They live in College Hill.   

Debra previously worked for the Kansas Arthritis 

Foundation.  She is a former marketing professor, 

innkeeper and paralegal.  She has traveled across 

Kansas providing programs for seniors on Medicare 

rights, Alzheimer’s disease and arthritis.  She writes 

for the TOPEKA magazine and is a novelist.  Debra is 

a graduate of Washburn & the University of  Kansas. Office gets                      

Facelift 

Surprising what re-

arranging a desk 

here, a table there 

can do, add a pot of 

flowers, a couple of 

new chairs and 

voila!  A revamped 

SCT office is com-

plete.  Call and 

come by any Wed. 

morning this sum-

mer to visit with 

the new director, 

267-0248. WANTED 

someone to create a 

SCT display on the 

new bulletin board.   



 

Please join us . . .  

Appreciation Reception for 

Lawrence, Marilyn and Mary for our first FIVE years. 

Sunday, June 1, 1008, 3– 5:00 p.m. 

Presentations at 4:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church  

3033 SW MacVicar Avenue 

Topeka, KS  66611 

blood pressure checks. 

His quiet and careful at-

tention to detail made it 

easy for all of us to enjoy 

the programming and 

our camaraderie with 

each other. 

Three other wonderful 

volunteers from First 

Methodist provided sup-

port for Lawrence’s vi-

sion and will also be 

wrapping up their volun-

teer duties at SCT.  

Marilyn Kidd, has spear-

headed the Program and 

Planning Committee, re-

searching and seeking 

out the many speaker/

presenters for six classes 

a day, four days a ses-

sion, three times a year, 

plus SUMMERize.  

Marilyn and the commit-

tee she chaired worked 

year-round to develop 

eclectic programs to 

broaden our horizons 

and to entertain us.  In 

addition, Marilyn has 

been the “stage manager” 

who made sure all the 

people and props were in 

the right place at the 

right time.  We owe her 

much. 

Mary Kasiska has kept 

the  Shepherd’s Center                

office running, with all 

that implies, plus coordi-

nating registrations with 

the Treasurer as they 

came in.  But we have 

mostly seen her as the 

impresario who arranged 

for and presented to us 

those fun and fabulous 

entertainments at each 

Friday luncheon. 

Behind the scenes has 

been the wonderful Pat 

Casey, who provided all 

kinds of support in get-

ting the classrooms and 

coffee rooms ready for 

our use, and then return-

ing them to their original 

setup.  She has been a re-

liable volunteer who was 

always willing to help 

with any task needed. 

   Reception               Planned 

PAGE 2 THE SHEPHERD’S  VOICE   ISSUE:  7  

Retiring: Lawrence, Marilyn, Mary & Pat (continued) 

Sessions and Office 

housed at First Baptist. 



You’ve probably heard 

about reversible mort-

gages and wondered 

how they work.   

One of our SCT mem-

bers, Al Thomas, is a 

mortgage consultant 

with People’s Bank of 

Lawrence.  Al is sched-

uled to speak at a  

Senior’s Coffee at the 

Topeka & Shawnee 

County Public Library on 

Tuesday, May 20th from 

10:30 to Noon, in 

the Menninger 

Room 206.   

Al will speak 

about this type 

of mortgage as a  

means to provide dispos-

able income for seniors.   

Others on the program will 

talk about 

long-term 

care insur-

ance and 

preventing 

falls. 

Come Join Us . . . Volunteers Needed 

SCT receives Matching Gift for 2008 

Many may not realize 

that the Shepherd’s 

Center is an all-

volunteer organiza-

tion, and as such, what 

that entails.  It means 

that the quality of our 

offering is only as good 

as the people who step 

up and take responsi-

bility.  A lot of work 

goes into planning and 

preparing for each ses-

sion, but a lot of fun 

does as well.  As an in-

terfaith ministry, we 

have the privilege of 

making friends across 

a variety of beliefs—

and our lives are 

richer for it.  We are 

able to share the tal-

ents God gave us for 

the good of our com-

munity.  We are, in 

turn, able to partici-

pate and enjoy what 

we have produced.  If 

you are only 

“attending” SCT ses-

sions, there is a whole 

different side that is 

equally rewarding.  

Perhaps your strength 

is organizing or super-

vising; perhaps your 

gift is hospitality and 

entertaining; perhaps 

you’re good with de-

tails and recordkeep-

ing; you like technol-

ogy; you like to plan 

programs; or you 

wouldn’t mind work-

ing behind the scenes 

setting up or taking 

down rooms.  Call the 

office: 267-0248 today! 

Senior’s Coffee at the Library—May 20 
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“I have a reversible mortgage 

and I have never regretted it.” 

Al Thomas 

Shepherd's Center of 
Topeka has been 
awarded a matching 
grant from an anonymous 
donor.  Matches will be 
made for amounts con-
tributed by sponsoring 
congregations and other  

community sponsors 
during 2008.  Paid indi-
vidual registrations ex-
ceeding 150 for the fall 
2008 session will be 
matched.  A  dollar-for-
dollar matching gift will 
also be made equal to 

the December 29, 2008, 
SCT checking account 
balance.  Shepherd's 
Center is most grateful 
and appreciative of this 
generous donation. 
 

       T H A N K Y O U ! 



Website Updates 

Member Congregations and Community Partners 

The Board and Task Force of SCT would like to extend our 

thanks once again to the 16 member congregations and 4 com-

munity partners who have supported SCT in so many ways.  

We appreciate your efforts promoting and publicizing the 

“Adventures in Learning” series to members of your congre-

gations or to your residents. 

A separate mailing from the new director, Debra Stufflebean, 

will be sent to pastors, adult ministry coordinators, and ad-

ministrators.  She hopes to personally call on each sponsor in 

the next few months, and is very willing to give a program 

about the Shepherd’s Center to interested parties.  New bro-

chures have been designed for this outreach purpose.  

“Shepherd’s Center Topeka is a non-profit, interfaith ministry that provides life   

enrichment programs for adults 55 and older.” 

    Lost & Found 

The following items are un-

claimed in the SCT office: 

black umbrella; 

gold framed, amber-tinted 
sunglasses,  

black Knightsridge jacket, 
size Medium. 

SUMMERize July 25th 9-Noon 

Join us for this FREE session: 

Stone Nature Center—Wild Birds 

& Animals of Kansas 

Lecompton Reenactors—

―Bleeding Kansas‖ 

Lunch $11.00—Swiss Steak, twice 

baked potato casserole, and pineapple 

upside down cake. Reservations—call 

the SCT Office: 267-0248. 
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Justin Kidd, SCT webmaster and member of 

Countryside UMC, will be making changes 

this summer to the website:     

  www.shepherdscentertopeka.org 

Included in the list of updates will be reciprocal links 

to presenters who have their own website, opinion 

polls to provide quick responses to questions the direc-

tor or task force may have, and digital photo submis-

sion for our ―Traveling Shepherds.‖ Bookmark this 

website and check back often.  This month’s poll ques-

tion is asked by the task force: 

 

VOTE NOW ONLINE, (or call in your answer, 267-0248). 

       Which session format do you prefer (Choose one)? 

Four Fridays in February, Four Fridays in April, 1-

day SUMMERize in July, Four Fridays in September 

(This is our current schedule). 

 

Four Fridays in February, Four Fridays in June, 


