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Shepherdõs Center of Topeka is a community ministry whose mis-

sion  is to operate a volunteer seniors organization that enhances           

physical well-being, spiritual growth, & education for life. 

 

Kansas City Christmas Extravaganza! Dec 9  

My favorite event of the year ñgiving thanks to all the 

folks who make my job easier. It doesnõt matter whether 

youõve done a little or a lot, but it does matter that youõve 

done something! All volunteers, from those who plan pro-

grams to our reliable group coordinators, from gathering 

trash to introducing speakers, from folding newsletters to 

giving technical assistance for a program, are essential to carrying out the activities and 

events offered by Shepherdõs Center. Itõs only fitting that this group of worker bees be 

treated royally at our annual volunteer banquet which will be hosted by community 

partner, Aldersgate Village, beginning at 5:00 p.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                             

        

The banquet room is on the southeast corner of the main building with public parking 

available on the same corner. Thank you Renessa Lolley & Chef Joseph Elliott!   

Join us for a time of good cheer . . . Christmas pageant 

at Church of the Resurrection, shopping Town Center, dinner at 

Cinzettiõs, Plaza lights, Christmas Carols on the bus! Itinerary 

on the registration page. This is a Travelers òMembersó outing. 

 

On the Menu:                         
Mixed Greens Salad            
Chicken Cordon Blue            

Green Beans Almandine         
Oven Roasted Potatoes             

Turtle Cheesecake or               
Strawberry Shortcake              

Entertainment:                            
\p¢x{©} U~¢tt 5āP{{ ¤wp¤ YpªªĂ 
Marilyn was vocal music director at 
Seaman High School for 27 years  
and in retirement works nearly full 
time at Topeka Civic Theatre.    

Awards & Recognition follow. 

 

Sponsoring Congregations  

Brookwood Covenant  

Central Congregational  

Christ the King  

Countryside United Methodist  

Crestview United Methodist  

Faith Lutheran  

First Baptist  

First Congregational  

First Christian (Disciples)  

First Lutheran  

First Presbyterian  

First United Methodist  

Grace Episcopal Cathedral  

Grace United Methodist  

Lowman United Methodist  

Most Pure Heart of Mary  

Our Saviorõs Lutheran 

St. Augustineõs Anglican 

St. Davidõs Episcopal 

Susanna Wesley U. Methodist  

Trinity Presbyterian  

University United Methodist  

West Side Baptist  

West Side Christian  

Community Partners  

Aldersgate Village  

Arbor Court  

Atria Hearthstone  

Blassingame Home Care  

Brewster Place 

Brookdale Senior Living  

                             Solutions  

Caregivers Home Health  

Grace Hospice 

Heartland Hospice  

Home Instead Senior Care  

Jayhawk Area Agency on       

  Aging  

Legend at Capital Ridge  

McCrite Plaza Topeka  
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A Little Discussion with the Director  

and Joy was relieved because the 

result would have been her having 

to double post the income.  So as of 

2018, SCT will have a membership 

fee that has its own set of benefits. 

Members will pay a different rate 

for A in L (back to the $25 per ses-

sion); be able to sign up for all 

travel; and receive the membership 

directory for free ($5 value). Itõs 

still optional. You can begin pre -

paying the 2018 fee as of this news-

letter and we hope to collect most 

membership fees by the end of Jan-

uary because the earlier you pay 

the fee, the greater 

the benefits ñ free 

directory in Jan; $5 

off of A in L in Feb; 

Travelerõs fieldtrips 

in Jan & March. 

You donõt have to be 

a member but we 

hope you will!  

 

Debra Stufflebean  

Hello to all ñLetõs think back. I 

began as your Director in 2008 

and for five years the price of Ad-

ventures in Learning was $25. In 

2013, the registration fee in-

creased to $30. In 2018, another 

five years, and my tenth anniver-

sary, weõre going to make a big 

change. If you attended the annu-

al meeting, you know that the im-

petus to simplify our membership 

policy came to the Board from a 

committee which felt it was very 

confusing to have some folks pay-

ing a membership fee and others 

automatically becoming members 

because they attended Adventures 

in Learning. While the request 

was to start having all partici-

pants pay a small membership fee 

and then pay an additional 

amount for whatever activity a 

person chose to be involved in, like 

Adventures or pickleball, the Board  

voted against the recommendation  

and honestly, I wanted to preserve 

making activities free since we are 

a ministry and there are those that 

may not have money to pay to par-

ticipate. The Board felt if the exist-

ing policy was promoted a little 

differently ñrather than saying 

membership was free when you 

registered for your first Adventures 

in Learning session, we should 

state it as Membership costs $30 

and with it receive one free Adven-

tures. It was semantics but I real-

ized very soon after lengthy conver-

sations with new members that the 

objective of clarity had not been 

achieved, and this new policy had 

the appearance of deflating income 

for Adventures. We asked Joy, our  

treasurer, òAsk the accountant if 

we can transfer the membership  fee 

to A in L as  payment when mem-

bers register?ó They said, òNo,ó   

Frequently Asked Questions:  

How do I become a member of Shepherdõs Center? 

Membership is optional; it costs $30 per year, and for optimal benefits should be paid in January. Members receive 

a $5 discount off of the price of Adventures in Learning ; the opportunity to go on òMembers Onlyó Travelerõs 

fieldtrips; sign up for the annual vacation; and receive a listing in the free membership directory ($5 value).  

Do I have to be a member to enroll in Adventures in Learning?  

No, our Adventures in Learning sessions cost $30 each quarter (includes all 4 Friday mornings) but the $30 Mem-

bership provides a $20 annual discount for members who attend all four A in L  ($25 per session).  

Do I have to be a member to participate in group activities?  

Because we are a ministry, we do not charge for regular group activities, (the exception being Travelers). Thank-

fully we have enough people who CHOOSE to become members who help pay for group expenses so that SCT can 

carry out its mission to keep seniors in our community actively engaged, prohibiting isolation and loneliness.  

How much time commitment is there to volunteer?  

You can help a little or a lot, as many hands make less work. All aspects of SCT is run by volunteers whose efforts 

are coordinated by the Director. When you do, youõre eligible for the annual banquet and get first preference for 

the annual vacation. If youõd like to help out, just ask, or tell us what you enjoy on the member profile sheet. 

How do I find out about what is happening at Shepherdõs Center? 

Our newsletters are mailed bi -monthly (6 per year) and we send weekly news via the SCT E -group. Our website: 

www.shepherdscentertopeka.org  is a continuous source of information, as is our facebook page: Shepherds Center 

Topeka. We even have a calling tree to relay important happenings to members without a computer.  


